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The Bible, Song of Solomon 3:9The Bible, Song of Solomon 3:9

revelation of their harmony.revelation of their harmony.
Gustave Flaubert (1821–80), FranceGustave Flaubert (1821–80), France

HIS MAJESTICHIS MAJESTIC, evergreen conifer can stretch skyward to 40 , evergreen conifer can stretch skyward to 40 
metres (130 feet). It has blackish-brown, cracked bark with neat ridges metres (130 feet). It has blackish-brown, cracked bark with neat ridges 

and slightly hairy twigs. The young crown is conical, becoming broader as and slightly hairy twigs. The young crown is conical, becoming broader as 
the years pass by. Needle-like leaves spiral around side shoots in rosettes and the years pass by. Needle-like leaves spiral around side shoots in rosettes and 
clusters. The tree produces cones after some forty years but growth becomes clusters. The tree produces cones after some forty years but growth becomes 
extremely slow after seventy. It flowers in autumn; male cones appear in early extremely slow after seventy. It flowers in autumn; male cones appear in early 
September and their female counterparts by the end of that month. Cedar September and their female counterparts by the end of that month. Cedar 
was used for the ships and temples of the ancient Egyptians while its resin was used for the ships and temples of the ancient Egyptians while its resin 
served in mummification. There are several other cedars includingserved in mummification. There are several other cedars including C. deodara C. deodaraserved in mummification. There are several other cedars includingserved in mummification. There are several other cedars including C. deodaraserved in mummification. There are several other cedars includingserved in mummification. There are several other cedars including
which is sacred to Hindus.which is sacred to Hindus.

LATIN NAME LATIN NAME Cedrus libaniCedrus libani

HABITATHABITAT
Native to eastern Mediterranean (Lebanon, Native to eastern Mediterranean (Lebanon, 

Syria and Turkey) and Asia Minor. Syria and Turkey) and Asia Minor. 
Relishes sunny, well-drained, rocky slopes, at Relishes sunny, well-drained, rocky slopes, at 

altitudes of 1,300 to 3,000 metres (4,300 to altitudes of 1,300 to 3,000 metres (4,300 to 
9,800 feet).9,800 feet).

It forms forests, and may be blanketed by heavy It forms forests, and may be blanketed by heavy 

The prophet Isaiah thought the Lebanon cedar The prophet Isaiah thought the Lebanon cedar 
represented pride.represented pride.

SECRETS AND SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONSSECRETS AND SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
A national emblem of Lebanon, it features on A national emblem of Lebanon, it features on 

its coat of arms and flag. its coat of arms and flag. 
Lebanon is sometimes called the Land of the Lebanon is sometimes called the Land of the 

Cedars. Cedars. 
The Epic of GilgameshThe Epic of Gilgamesh (an ancient  (an ancient The Epic of GilgameshThe Epic of Gilgamesh (an ancient The Epic of GilgameshThe Epic of Gilgamesh

Cedar of LebanonCedar of Lebanon

TT metres (130 feet). It has blackish-brown, cracked bark with neat ridges metres (130 feet). It has blackish-brown, cracked bark with neat ridges T metres (130 feet). It has blackish-brown, cracked bark with neat ridges metres (130 feet). It has blackish-brown, cracked bark with neat ridges 
and slightly hairy twigs. The young crown is conical, becoming broader as and slightly hairy twigs. The young crown is conical, becoming broader as Tand slightly hairy twigs. The young crown is conical, becoming broader as and slightly hairy twigs. The young crown is conical, becoming broader as 
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The Secret Language of Trees
Fifty of the Most Important Tree Species Revealed
Gill Davies

What mysteries can trees still reveal to us? In addition to providing wood and 
charcoal for homes, latex and dyes for our clothes, fruits and nuts for our food, 
or simply providing a place to rest in the shade, trees provide the world our 
most essential vital resource: oxygen. Remarkably, our trees provide refuge for 
many animal species; their bark, roots, leaves, � owers, fruits or seeds also o� er 
many remedies to treat us. The forest is, and always will be, this magical place 
that inspired the greatest artists through time. 

This guide reveals the secrets of � fty of the most important tree species by 
detailing the history of each of them, as well as their practical and medicinal 
uses, their symbols and the legends associated with them. 

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.
Albert Camus (1913–60), France/AlgeriaAlbert Camus (1913–60), France/Algeria
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OST MAPLES OST MAPLES trees grow to about 10–45 metres (33–148 feet). trees grow to about 10–45 metres (33–148 feet). 
Mainly deciduous trees, they blossom with green, yellow, orange Mainly deciduous trees, they blossom with green, yellow, orange 

or red flowers in late winter or early spring – around the time the or red flowers in late winter or early spring – around the time the 
leaves reappear – and several species make a joyous flourish with nectar and leaves reappear – and several species make a joyous flourish with nectar and 
pollen much appreciated by bees. With a range of colourful leaves, in general pollen much appreciated by bees. With a range of colourful leaves, in general 
all maples are renowned for their glorious autumn show. Norway maple, silver all maples are renowned for their glorious autumn show. Norway maple, silver 
maple, Japanese maple and red maple are especially popular.maple, Japanese maple and red maple are especially popular.

LATIN NAME LATIN NAME AcerAcer

HABITATHABITAT
Most of the 128 species are native to Asia, with Most of the 128 species are native to Asia, with 

a few in Europe, northern Africa, and North a few in Europe, northern Africa, and North 
America. Only America. Only Acer laurinumAcer laurinum reaches the  reaches the 
Southern Hemisphere.Southern Hemisphere.

HISTORY HISTORY 
Maple syrup was first collected and used by Maple syrup was first collected and used by 

indigenous North Americans, and then indigenous North Americans, and then 
adopted by European settlers, who gradually adopted by European settlers, who gradually 
refined production methods. refined production methods. 

MEANINGS MEANINGS 
In the language of flowers maple means In the language of flowers maple means 

‘reserve’.‘reserve’.
The maple symbolizes strength and endurance.The maple symbolizes strength and endurance.

SECRETS AND SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONSSECRETS AND SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
It is the national tree of Canada; a maple It is the national tree of Canada; a maple 

leaf is on the Canadian leaf is on the Canadian 
flag and coat of arms.flag and coat of arms.

Hidden within the Hidden within the 
timber, visible timber, visible 

when sawn, when sawn, 
are highly are highly 

decorative grain decorative grain 

patterns, called flame, burl, quilt and patterns, called flame, burl, quilt and 
birdseye.  birdseye.  

The wood is an excellent carrier of sound The wood is an excellent carrier of sound 
waves and serves in musical instruments as waves and serves in musical instruments as 
varied as cellos, guitars, bassoons, drums and varied as cellos, guitars, bassoons, drums and 
drumsticks.drumsticks.

When under attack, maple trees possibly When under attack, maple trees possibly 
send airborne signals to warn other trees of send airborne signals to warn other trees of 
impending danger so that they can increase impending danger so that they can increase 
their chemical weapon production or activate their chemical weapon production or activate 
other defence mechanisms.other defence mechanisms.

INTRIGUING INFORMATION INTRIGUING INFORMATION 
The winged fruits (called keys, helicopters, The winged fruits (called keys, helicopters, 

whirlybirds or polynoses) are shaped to spin whirlybirds or polynoses) are shaped to spin 
as they fall and carry the seeds a considerable as they fall and carry the seeds a considerable 
distance on the wind. distance on the wind. 

During World War II the US Army developed During World War II the US Army developed 
an airdrop carrier based on the maple seed.an airdrop carrier based on the maple seed.

Maples make excellent bonsai subjects.Maples make excellent bonsai subjects.
Viewing the brilliant colours of maples in the Viewing the brilliant colours of maples in the 

autumn is a much-appreciated custom in autumn is a much-appreciated custom in 

MapleMaple

MM Mainly deciduous trees, they blossom with green, yellow, orange Mainly deciduous trees, they blossom with green, yellow, orange M Mainly deciduous trees, they blossom with green, yellow, orange Mainly deciduous trees, they blossom with green, yellow, orange 
or red flowers in late winter or early spring – around the time the or red flowers in late winter or early spring – around the time the M or red flowers in late winter or early spring – around the time the or red flowers in late winter or early spring – around the time the 

Judas Tree Judas Tree 
Meanings: Betrayal, disbelief.Meanings: Betrayal, disbelief.
In Israel the tree is protected.In Israel the tree is protected.
The name Cercis comes from The name Cercis comes from 
kerkiskerkis (Greek for a weaver’s  (Greek for a weaver’s kerkiskerkis (Greek for a weaver’s kerkiskerkis
shuttle), to which the ancient shuttle), to which the ancient 
botanist Theophrastus likened botanist Theophrastus likened 
its woody fruits.its woody fruits.

Flowers and young pods are Flowers and young pods are 
edible and can be added to edible and can be added to 
salads.salads.

Leafcutter bees, caterpillars and Leafcutter bees, caterpillars and 
beetles nibble the leaves.beetles nibble the leaves.

Native Americans made a red Native Americans made a red 
dye from the roots.dye from the roots.
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BambusoideaeBambusoideae Bamboos  Bamboos BambusoideaeBambusoideae Bamboos BambusoideaeBambusoideae
Giant bamboos are the largest members of the grass family. All relish Giant bamboos are the largest members of the grass family. All relish 
warm, moist, tropical and temperate climates, especially in the Asia-Pacific warm, moist, tropical and temperate climates, especially in the Asia-Pacific 
region. They include the world’s fastest-growing plants that can stretch up region. They include the world’s fastest-growing plants that can stretch up 
90 centimetres (36 inches) within a day. Its compressive and tensile strengths 90 centimetres (36 inches) within a day. Its compressive and tensile strengths 
are greater than concrete and rival steel. Bamboo shoots are enjoyed in Asian are greater than concrete and rival steel. Bamboo shoots are enjoyed in Asian 
dishes. Other creatures that eat bamboo include rats, chimpanzees, elephants, dishes. Other creatures that eat bamboo include rats, chimpanzees, elephants, 
gorillas, golden bamboo lemurs and giant pandas.gorillas, golden bamboo lemurs and giant pandas.

Small Trees and ShrubsSmall Trees and Shrubs

BambooBamboo
Meanings: Chinese symbol of Meanings: Chinese symbol of 

uprightness; Indian symbol of uprightness; Indian symbol of 
friendship. Linked to integrity, friendship. Linked to integrity, 
elegance and gentlemanly elegance and gentlemanly 

Cercis siliquastrum Cercis siliquastrum Judas tree Judas tree 
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, elegant tree has soft, green foliage , elegant tree has soft, green foliage 

known for her wise known for her wise 

INTRIGUING INFORMATION INTRIGUING INFORMATION 
Jacaranda is a popular choice for lining avenues, Jacaranda is a popular choice for lining avenues, 

squares and parks.squares and parks.
It is often planted on university campuses It is often planted on university campuses 

because of its links with knowledge and because of its links with knowledge and 
wisdom.wisdom.

‘Purple panic’ is an Australian term for student ‘Purple panic’ is an Australian term for student 
stress during examinations, which take stress during examinations, which take 
place just when the jacaranda blooms; it is place just when the jacaranda blooms; it is 
sometimes called the ‘exam tree’.sometimes called the ‘exam tree’.

The pods are used to decorate Christmas trees The pods are used to decorate Christmas trees 
and dried arrangements.and dried arrangements.

In China the leaves are used to make a purple In China the leaves are used to make a purple 
dye.dye.

Its pale grey, cream or pinkish wood is straight-Its pale grey, cream or pinkish wood is straight-
grained, knot-free and sweetly scented. It is grained, knot-free and sweetly scented. It is 
used in cabinet making, carpentry, luxury used in cabinet making, carpentry, luxury 
car finishing and – in its green state – for car finishing and – in its green state – for 
bowl carving and bowl carving and 
turning.turning.

Pretoria in South Pretoria in South 
Africa, often Africa, often 
cloaked in a purple cloaked in a purple 
haze of blossom, haze of blossom, 
is called ‘the is called ‘the 
Jacaranda City’. Jacaranda City’. 

JacarandaJacaranda
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These moments under the shade of the jacaranda trees on These moments under the shade of the jacaranda trees on 
the vicarage lawn were the most pleasant of the trial.the vicarage lawn were the most pleasant of the trial.

Nelson Mandela (1918–2013), South Africa Nelson Mandela (1918–2013), South Africa 

The jacaranda flames on the air like a ghost,The jacaranda flames on the air like a ghost,
Like a purer sky some door in the sky has revealed.Like a purer sky some door in the sky has revealed.

Douglas Stewart (1913–85), New ZealandDouglas Stewart (1913–85), New Zealand
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over the woodlands, the low angle of the sun slanting through in shafts over the woodlands, the low angle of the sun slanting through in shafts 
– followed by spectacular sunsets, large moons and night stars – followed by spectacular sunsets, large moons and night stars 

130130

of of sakurasakura (cherry) trees in Kyoto’s imperial court. Poems honoured the delicate  (cherry) trees in Kyoto’s imperial court. Poems honoured the delicate sakurasakura (cherry) trees in Kyoto’s imperial court. Poems honoured the delicate sakurasakura
flowers, which were seen as a metaphor for ephemeral life, luminous and flowers, which were seen as a metaphor for ephemeral life, luminous and 
inspiring yet over all too quickly. Today in Japan there are still picnics and inspiring yet over all too quickly. Today in Japan there are still picnics and 
feasts, sake drinking and night festivities lit by colourful paper lanterns to feasts, sake drinking and night festivities lit by colourful paper lanterns to 
celebrate the celebrate the sakurasakura season. season.sakurasakura season.sakurasakura

SummerSummer
Forests cover one third of the earth’s surface in tropical, temperate and boreal Forests cover one third of the earth’s surface in tropical, temperate and boreal 
zones – experiencing dry, wet, humid, freezing cold and fiercely hot climates. zones – experiencing dry, wet, humid, freezing cold and fiercely hot climates. 
Seasonal changes depend on whether the trees are evergreen or deciduous, Seasonal changes depend on whether the trees are evergreen or deciduous, 
and also on geography. For example, in South Asia’s monsoon areas, summer and also on geography. For example, in South Asia’s monsoon areas, summer 
runs from the warmest days of early June and finishes in late September. runs from the warmest days of early June and finishes in late September. 
Generally, midsummer is celebrated at the summer solstice when the days Generally, midsummer is celebrated at the summer solstice when the days 
reach their longest. At this time trees are in full leaf and at the peak of their reach their longest. At this time trees are in full leaf and at the peak of their 
rich splendour. Most of the buds (containing next year’s leaves) are set by rich splendour. Most of the buds (containing next year’s leaves) are set by 
midsummer. Growth then slows and the enzymes that power photosynthesis midsummer. Growth then slows and the enzymes that power photosynthesis 
cease to function during the hottest hours. The canopy casts more shade over cease to function during the hottest hours. The canopy casts more shade over 
the woodland floor but, in sunnier glades in some countries, butterflies still the woodland floor but, in sunnier glades in some countries, butterflies still 

Sunlight shines into a forest in summer.Sunlight shines into a forest in summer.
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Balloon Animals: 
Pinch and Twist Ten Balloon Buddies

This boxed set is just what you need to get into 
balloon modeling! It contains a 48-page book with 
all the know-how you need to make ten animals, and 
specialist items to help get started right away.

The book includes the following practical balloon modeling tips:
 What kind of balloons are used
 How much air do the balloons need to work well
 How to in� ate the balloon
 Ways to lock and twist the balloon 

Learn to make a: 
 Hummingbird
 Gira� e
 Crocodile
 Mouse
 Parrot & Swing
 and much more

ISBN: 978-1-62795-132-6

Format: Boxed set: includes book 
+� ve glow-in-the-dark maggots, 
rude noise pot, whoopee 
cushion, spider

Extent: 48 pages

Box Size: 3.75 x 4.75 x 2

Book Size: 3.75 x 4.50 x .25, full 
color throughout 

Subject: Games kit

Age: 3+

Price: $9.95 US / $11.95 CAN

ISBN: 978-1-62795-133-3

Format: Boxed set: includes book 
+multicolored modeling balloons 
and specialist balloon pump

Extent: 48 pages

Box Size: 3.75 x 4.75 x 2

Book Size: 3.75 x 4.50 x .25, full 
color throughout 

Subject: Games kit

Ages: 8+

Price: $9.95 US / $11.95 CAN

Practical Jokes:
More than Forty Hilarious Pranks
P Rankin   Illustrated by Barry Green

All you need to be the world’s best practical joker! It 
contains a 48-page book with all the know-how needed 
to pull o�  over 40 hilarious pranks, and explains what 
items are needed to get started right away!

Everyone loves to laugh and the practical jokes in this book will 
have your friends in stitches. Practical Jokes o� ers a few tips on 
how to be the world’s best prankster and insures 
that the chosen chumps enjoy it as well. 

 Learn how to create:
 Pretend puke
 10 ways to use the whoopee cushion
 Ketchup bottle prank
 Pinhole frustrating sipping straws 
         And much, much more. 
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Secret Spy: 
18 Top Secret 
Missions to Complete!
$9.95 US / $11.95 CAN
3.75 x 4.75 x 2 / 48 
pages
Games kit / 8+
978-1-62795-030-5

Crime Lab: 
Gather Clues and 
Solve Tricky Cases!
$9.95 US / $11.95 CAN
3.75 x 4.75 x 2 / 48 
pages
Games kit / 8+
978-1-62795-039-8

Magic Tricks: 
Learn Spellbinding 
Secrets!
$9.95 US / $11.95 CAN
3.75 x 4.75 x 2 / 48 
pages
Games kit / 8+
978-1-62795-029-9

Magic Tricks: 
Learn Spellbinding 
Secrets!
$9.95 US / $11.95 CAN
3.75 x 4.75 x 2 / 48 
pages

Micro Fliers: 
17 Model Planes to 
Make and Fly!
$9.95 US / $11.95 CAN
3.75 x 4.75 x 2 / 48 
pages
Games kit / 8+
978-1-62795-028-2

T W O  N E W  T I T L E S  I N  T H E  M I N I  M A E S T R O  S E R I E S

PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED

FEBRUARY 2019

FEBRUARY 2019




