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new poetry

the loudest thing

Joshua Levy

978-1-77126-236-1
Paper 5.75 by 8.875, 80 pages
$17.00 Can/USA
October 2019

This book is a love letter to family and the complex history of 
blood; to failed relationships and the magic left behind; to the 
dance of a happy marriage across the decades; to friendship; to 
travel; to coming home. Funny and unpredictable, honest and 
seductive—Joshua Levy uses poetry as a conduit for the explo-
ration of love in its countless manifestations. He finds hope in 
even the darkest subject matter with a sense of wonder that is 
refreshing and infectious. We journey with him as he visits the 
crooked streets of Lisbon, a kibbutz in Israel, or the hollow of a 
guitar on a beach somewhere in Venezuela. But Levy is most fas-
cinated with his hometown: these poems brim with affection for 
the city of Montreal and the things that keep him anchored here. 
In The Loudest Thing Levy adds his unique and vital voice to the 
grand chorus of Montreal Jewish writers who came before him.

bio

Joshua Levy is currently CBC’s Writer-in-Residence, where he 
writes a monthly column on CBC’s website. Levy’s work has 
been published in numerous Canadian and international liter-
ary magazines. He has been a regular contributor to CBC Ra-
dio for the past three years (Wiretap, Definitely Not the Opera, 
Cinq a Six, Homerun, All in a Weekend) and has written arti-
cles for many of Canada’s newspapers. Levy has won the Carte 
Blanche/CNFC Creative Nonfiction Prize, SLS Fiction Prize, 
and CBC/QWF Writing Competition. Levy divides his time be-
tween Montreal and Toronto.

Audience base: Montreal, Toronto

deboning a dragon

Julie Hartley

978-1-77126-232-3
Paper 5.75 by 8.875, 90 pages
$17.00 Can/USA
October 2019

In her debut poetry collection, Julie Hartley has captured the 
lived experience of a life in motion—a travelogue that moves 
in rhythmic language from a childhood in England through 
restless travels around the globe. Hartley is a poet who can 
say, “You’ll never know if there are others / picking your route 
through this dark.” Whether that route moves, like hers, through 
Greece, Peru, or China, or navigates the experience of mother-
hood and cultural differences, Deboning the Dragon attests to 
the probability that shared experience can provide a bridge to 
span otherness. Hartley is a passionate observer, leaving her 
own signposts along the way.

bio

Julie Hartley lives in Toronto where she runs a creative writ-
ing school for young writers. She is a camp director, storyteller, 
speaker and playwright, and she has taught theatre at all levels, 
from elementary school to college and university. Her plays for 
young people have been performed in Canada, England and 
Ireland.

Audience base: Toronto
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swallows playing chicken

David Menear

978-1-77126-228-6
Paper 5.5 by 8.5, 150 pages
$20.00 Can/USA
October 2019

David Menear is most often described as an edgy, urgent, gritty 
and sometimes ‘transgressive’ short story writer with a soft 
heart and a sense of humour. You find him at that place where 
Salinger meets Cormac McCarthy for bourbon and biscuits. In 
the random and weaved stories of “Swallows Playing Chicken,” 
Menear surveys the world around him with an eye for the self-
ish motivations of the human heart. His character portraits can 
be dark, funny, smart, and uncomfortably sexual in the space 
of a few pages; what holds them together is the unflinching 
honesty of their presentation. This is truth-telling as a potent, 
explosive force. 

bio

David Menear, a father of four, has spent most of his life be-
tween Toronto and Montreal, but has also lived in big city En-
gland, and quaint village France. He studied art in New York 
City. David has won numerous international advertising awards 
for his creativity. He is currently living in the Toronto ‘Beaches’, 
writing hard, and playing tennis with terrifying enthusiasm and 
some certain mediocrity. His short stories are published in sev-
eral literary journals and anthologies. David came to acting only 
recently and in his first 16 months has performed in 2 feature 
films, 3 TV series, and 3 TV commercials. You can find his sing-
er/songwriter work on CBC & YouTube.

Audience base: Toronto, Montreal

new fiction

promotional highlights

—Intensive online promotion through 
social media and the Mansfield Press website

—Review copies to major literary publications 
and respected bloggers

—Pitches to writers’ festivals across the country 

—Pitches to literary radio shows and podcasts

—Launches in Toronto, St. Catherines, 
Kingston, Montreal, Ottawa
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