
SHORT FICTION

Ronald Reagan, My Father

Brian Joseph Davis

ISBN: 978-1-55022-917-2

5.5 x 8", 160 pages, paper

$17.95 CDN, $17.95 U.S.

April 2010

Fiction

“An elegant, wise-ass rush of truth, hiding riotous social commentary in

slanderous jokes.… It almost feels like he’s leading a palace coup.” 

— Spin magazine on Portable Altamont

“Davis’ brilliant media deconstructions are pointed and hilarious at the

same time.” — Kenneth Goldsmith, founding editor of UbuWeb

“The book of your fever dreams.” — Slate on I, Tania

The elderly take to the streets at night for illegal and cathartic electric

scooter racing. (Think Two-Lane Blacktop but starring Abe Vigoda and

Estelle Getty.)

A copy editor suffers brain damage from West Nile virus and is

suddenly filled with cannibalistic violence and award-winning minimalist

poetry. (It’s a little like Awakenings, but directed by David Cronenberg.)

Mayor McCheese visits a sexually repressed British couple in the early

1970s and touches their lives forever. (Okay, try this: Pasolini’s Teorema

but with Mayor McCheese.)

A Texas doctor transplants the mind of a meth-addicted convict into the

body of a suburban web developer, resulting in America’s first “death-

penalty case that turned into a custody case that turned into a right-to-die

case.” (It’s like a hole drilled in your head and five HBO original movies

poured in all at once.)

Startlingly original but anchored by vivid characters, Ronald Reagan, My

Father weaves all these ideas, and more, into a bleakly hilarious vision

that’s both human and uncanny — as if Raymond Carver was marooned

on Mars with ten hours to live. 

BRIAN JOSEPH DAVIS is an artist and the author of Portable Altamont and

I, Tania, as well as the co-founder of Joyland.ca, which the CBC called

“the go-to spot for readers seeking the best in short fiction.” Davis has

written for the Globe and Mail, Utne, and Eye Weekly. He lives in

Toronto. 
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Marketing & Publicity

• Extensive North American media mailing

• Digital galley available from NetGalley.com 

• Advance reading copies

• Print and online advertising: Bookninja, Broken
Pencil, Geist, Matrix, sub-Terrain, Taddle Creek

• Pre-publication excerpts on Joyland.ca,
DrunkenBoat.com, Ubu.com

• Excerpts available

• Co-op available 

More Tips

• Bizarre and original, descriptive and sparse,
and chock full of pop culture references.

I, Tania
978-1-55022-782-6

5 x 7'', 128 pages, paper

$19.95 CDN, $19.95 U.S.

Also by Brian Joseph Davis
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POETRY

Watermelon Kindness

David Donnell

ISBN: 978-1-55022-914-1

5.5 x 8.5'', 120 pages, paper

$16.95 CDN, $16.95 U.S.

April 2010

Poetry

from “North of 60”

Angels are aliens in spaceships.  Angels descend

and eagles soar.  I am not an eagle.  If I were an angel I would descend

and give you of the bread of happiness

the salt of anger

& the message you already know better than I know:

the moon & the lakes & the hills

are forever.

The much-anticipated Watermelon Kindness, David Donnell’s first new

collection in six years, comes from a part of the country that’s somewhere

between Archie Bunker and Dale Peck — a contentious, but genial place.

With more range than any other contemporary poet, Donnell ponders

questions of art, history, and psychology while reveling in the sensory and

all that makes us real. Whether exploring the modus operandi of other

writers or paralleling the trajectory of a satellite with everyday occurrences

like lost money, badly ended love affairs, or political disappointment,

Watermelon Kindness is the Roman padda, a tough individual loaf

approximately the size of your hand. Always concerned with what’s most

nourishing — why we’re as crazy as we are crazy — it’s forty percent crust,

because crust is almost always the best of it.

DAVID DONNELL is generally acknowledged as a master of the

conversational intellectual poem. His books of poetry include Settlements,

winner of the Governor General’s Award; China Blues, winner of the City

of Toronto Book Award; The Blue Ontario Hemingway Boat Race; and,

most recently, Sometimes a Great Notion. His poetry has been widely

anthologized in Canada and the U.S. He teaches and lives in Toronto. 
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Marketing & Publicity

• Extensive North American media mailing

• Digital galley available from NetGalley.com 

• Author readings and writers’ fest appearances,
including a night of celebration of Donnell’s
work in Toronto

• Co-op available

More Tips

• Donnell is a widely anthologized, award-
winning Canadian poet.

• Donnell’s work has a comprehensive
worldview: he writes about Hemingway,
clothes, food, famous artists – real things
people think about and care about.
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POETRY

Against the Hard Angle

matt robinson

ISBN: 978-1-55022-915-8

5.5 x 8.5'', 96 pages, paper

$16.95 CDN, $16.95 U.S.

April 2010

Poetry

The two sections that comprise matt robinson’s fourth full-length volume

of poetry, Against the Hard Angle, though disparate in terms of form –

the first consisting primarily of a long poem; the other a collection of

shorter lyrical pieces – nonetheless share a common concern with ideas

of relationship and its examination. At their core, these are poems about

where we stand in relation to the rest of our various worlds.

In the collection’s opening section, the eponymous (and 2009 Malahat

Review Long Poem Award winning) “against the hard angle” steadily

develops a grudging momentum, all the while searching for a way to

articulate loss, in the end becoming a kind of meditative catalogue of

relationship breakdown and divorce. 

The second section takes as its immediate subject matter a different

sort of relationship altogether. Having returned home after nearly a

decade elsewhere, these are poems that reference robinson’s native

Halifax, NS, more specifically and vividly than in his previous work; these

are lines with “the near / magical pull of some deep-seeded magnet now

spinning, / we’d guess, completely / and fully out of control – a crazed,

elemental / ballet.” 

Part extended love song to and for a city and part meditation on what a

city can both say to and about us, Against the Hard Angle uses some of

Halifax’s most and least famous places as jumping off points for a stop-

and-start lyrical tour of eastern Canada’s largest urban centre, a

sometimes fraught journey that leaves us “all tendon-tensed, / against

impact, near white-knuckled to / breakage.”

Against the Hard Angle is MATT ROBINSON’s fourth full-length volume of

poetry. Previous collections include no cage contains a stare that well

(ECW, 2005), A Ruckus of Awkward Stacking (Insomniac, 2000) and

how we play at it: a list (ECW, 2002). He currently lives in Halifax, NS,

and works as a Residence Life Manager with Dalhousie University. 
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Marketing & Publicity

• Extensive North American media mailing

• Digital galley available from NetGalley.com 

• Co-op available

More Tips

• robinson’s previous collections have been
shortlisted for the Lampert and ReLit awards.

•  These poems will especially appeal to readers
in Halifax, NS, and the rest of eastern Canada.

Also by matt robinson

no cage contains a stare that well
978-1-55022-711-6

7.5 x 5", 60 pages, paper

$16.95 CDN, $16.95 U.S.

how we play at it
978-1-55022-551-8

5.5 x 8.5", 120 pages, paper

$15.95 CDN, $15.95 U.S. 
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SPORTS

Death, Drugs, and Muscle
Surviving the Steroid Underworld

Gregg Valentino and Nathan Jendrick

ISBN: 978-1-55022-921-9

6 x 9'', 240 pages, paper

8-page colour section

$18.95 CDN, $16.95 U.S.

April 2010

Sports

Death, Drugs, and Muscle is the story of a man who lived decades on

the right side of the law before making the dangerous choice to enter the

dark and dangerous world of drug dealing. After reaching the top and

living a lavish lifestyle where sex, drugs, and money were in plentiful

supply at all hours of the day, it all came crashing down in one harrowing

instant. This is the story of Gregg Valentino, a man who had everything,

lost it all, and fought his way back to the top.

The book describes Valentino’s involvement with bodybuilding and its

association with steroids and underground behaviour, including the sex

and muscle worship trade in which Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger also

participated. Valentino eventually begins dealing drugs himself, and details

the dangers and the fallout – including the murder of his girlfriend, his

arrest, and his rise as an unlikely celebrity. 

The story is uncensored, no-nonsense, and spares no expense to give

the reader a true account of a life marred with murder, tragedy, sex, drugs,

and sports.

GREGG VALENTINO is a columnist for the popular fitness magazine

Muscular Development. He has a built-in fanbase from his own website,

his column, and as the face of a popular supplement company. NATHAN

JENDRICK is a Certified Fitness Trainer and Sports Performance

Consultant, working with clients ranging from bodybuilders to Olympic

gold medalists. He is the author of several sports and fitness-related

books.
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Marketing & Publicity

• Extensive North American media mailing

• Digital galley available from NetGalley.com

• Advance reading copies and excerpts available

• Advertisting in Muscular Development

• Co-op available

More Tips

• Valentino was the subject of the TLC
documentary The Man Whose Arms Exploded,
which is available on YouTube.

• Valentino has appeared in over 200 magazines
and on TV shows including The Tonight Show,
The Tyra Banks Show, The Carson Daly Show,
Ripley’s Believe It or Not, and The Daily Show.
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HEALTH

Operating Room Confidential
What Really Goes On When You Go Under

Paul Whang, MD

ISBN: 978-1-55022-918-9

5.5 x 8.25", 200 pages, paper

$18.95 CDN, $16.95 U.S.

February 2010

Health

What really happens in the operating room of a hospital? Is real life just

like ER, Grey’s Anatomy, or House?

Dr. Paul Whang, Anaesthetist, reveals operating room curses and

superstitions, the characteristics of a good surgeon, the personalities of

the specialists caring for them, and the patients that doctors fear.

Operating Room Confidential shares the inner truths about the operating

room to the reader: the quirky, strange, hidden rhythms and routines that

occur inside and around the O.R. 

• What do doctors talk about during your surgery?

• If a surgical instrument falls to the floor, is the five-second rule 

observed?

• What characters do doctors encounter on a typical twenty-four-hour  

call shift?

• What are the personality quirks of doctors who practise different 

specialties?

There are few books that give an insider’s view of the fascinating and

sometimes strange rituals and protocols of the operating room, as well as

the people who work there. 

Written by a doctor on the O.R. team, Operating Room Confidential is

based on real people and actual incidents, and takes the reader on a

journey that unveils the way the hospital works in an accessible,

conversational style, without intimidating medical jargon. Insightful and

funny, this is a must-read for the curiosity seeker and anyone who has

been or will be on the operating room table.

DR. PAUL WHANG, MD FRCP, is a Staff Anaesthetist at a busy urban

hospital in Toronto, ON. As an anaesthetist, he works alongside all the

surgeons and nurses as a key member of the O.R. team. He also consults

with numerous hospital specialists, who follow patients before and after

their operations. Amongst his colleagues, he is known for his easygoing

personality, irreverent sense of humour, and as a keen observer of the

human condition. 
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Marketing & Publicity

• Extensive North American media mailing

• Digital galley available from NetGalley.com

• Advance reading copies and excerpts available

• Advertising in Publishers Weekly 

• Targeted national and regional radio and TV
interviews 

• Co-op available

More Tips

• Whang does for the operating room what
Anthony Bourdain did for restaurants in Kitchen
Confidential. 
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TRAVEL

Secret Portland, Oregon 2010
The Unique Guidebook to Portland’s Hidden Sites,
Sounds, & Tastes

Ann Carroll Burgess and Tom Burgess
with photographs by Linda Rutenberg

ISBN: 978-1-55022-924-0

5 x 7", 260 pages, paper

18 B&W photos throughout 

$16.95 CDN, $14.95 U.S.

January 2010

Travel

Portland, the secret gem of the West Coast, is almost too good to be true.

Imagine a city where a bookstore occupies an entire city block. A city

where brewing beer has been elevated to an art form; a city containing

both the world’s smallest dedicated park and largest forested city

wilderness. No sales tax, old-fashioned gas stations, the only volcano

within city limits, and a world-renowned transit system. You would have to

be imagining Portland, and you wouldn’t be dreaming. Secret Portland is

the only guide that takes the time to explore the city’s scores of lesser-

known treasures — the secrets that make it a place worth dreaming

about. Leading you to the spots that only locals know, Secret Portland is

readable, quirky, and intimate, exposing little-known histories and legends,

the best ethnic eateries, chicest cheap hotels, and locally favoured

nightspots.

Don’t miss the opportunity to watch the weather machine in Pioneer

Courthouse Square, choose a favourite blossom at the International Rose

Test Garden, ride the only three-door elevator west of the Mississippi, or

embark on an epic pub-crawl to the city’s celebrated microbreweries. Let

Secret Portland show you a side of the city you’ll never forget.

Secret Portland is the latest in the acclaimed and award-winning

Secret Guides series. To date, we’ve unlocked the secrets to New York,

Chicago, San Francisco, Boston, Providence and Newport, Toronto,

Ottawa, Vancouver, and Montréal.

ANN CARROLL BURGESS is an award-winning travel journalist. She is the

author of The Guide to Western Canada (sixth edition), and Atlanta

Alive. TOM BURGESS is a retired chemical engineer who has travelled

worldwide. An avid writer and photographer, he has written, or contributed

to the writing of, seven travel books.
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Marketing & Publicity

• Extensive North American media mailing

• Author interviews available 

• Launch and events in the Portland, Oregon,
area

• Co-op available

More Tips

• A timely update to the bestselling first edition.

• The Secret series reveals the off-the-beaten-
path sights and destinations that other tour
guides don’t cover.  

Revised and Expanded 

Secret Vancouver 2010
978-1-55022-911-0

5 x 7'', 304 pages, paper

$16.95 CDN, $14.95 U.S.

More from the Secret Series
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REAL ESTATE

Put the Pen Down!
What Homebuyers and Sellers Need to Know Before
Signing on the Dotted Line

Mark Weisleder

ISBN: 978-1-55022-913-4

6 x 9'', 384 pages, paper

$29.95 CDN, $29.95 U.S.

January 2010

Real Estate

Buying or selling a home has always been a special moment for a family,

yet it is also one of the most stressful ordeals that a family will go

through. There are a multitude of choices available to first home buyers,

such as new home versus resale; city, suburbs, or rural properties;

detached house, condominium, or townhouse. What is right for your

family?

We have witnessed property values increase dramatically over the last

several years and now we are looking at property stabilization or decrease

in value as a result of the recent financial difficulties that began in the

United States. It is thus even more important for both buyers and sellers,

in today’s uncertain economic times, to be properly prepared and make

careful decisions when buying or selling their properties. It is not just

about finding the right place to raise a family, it is also about making a

wise investment that will rise in value over the years to the time when you

are ready to move into a different neighbourhood, whether for reasons of

schools, change in family situation, friends, or employment.

Due to the fact that so much money will change hands in a relatively

short period of time, and with all rights and obligations of sellers and

buyers seemingly contrasted in a short two- to three-page agreement, it is

also no coincidence that litigation of real estate agreements continues to

rise.

MARK WEISLEDER, author of Real Estate Salespeople, Beware!, has

developed and presented seminars for the Ontario Real Estate

Association and IIR Telecoms since 1983, on subjects such as real

property law, customer loyalty, customer service excellence, and privacy.

After working as senior in-house counsel at Bell Mobility, Mark became

the general manager of the customer experience in the Bell retail stores

and call centres. Mark lives in Toronto. Visit his website at

markweisleder.com.
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Marketing & Publicity

• Targeted national and regional print and
broadcast media for interviews, reviews, and
excerpts  

• Targeted mentions on specialist websites 

• Co-op available

More Tips

• Specifically geared towards the Canadian real
estate market.

• Answers practical questions about real estate
in the context of tumultuous economic times.

Real Estate Salespeople, Beware!
978-1-55022-820-5

6 x 9'', 312 pages, paper

$29.95 CDN, $29.95 U.S.

Also by Mark Weisleder
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Recent Awards and Nominations

20

Arthur Ellis Award
2007 Winner — Best First Novel

Sign of the Cross, Anne Emery
2006 Nominee — Best First Novel

All Shook Up, Mike Harrison
2005 Nominee — Best First Novel

Raw Deal, Rick Gadziola

Applied Arts
2006 Winner — Book Cover/Jacket Design

Showbiz, David Gee (designer)
2005 Winner — Complete Book Design

All-City, Paul 107

CBC Canada Reads
2009 Nominee

Fruit, Brian Francis

Drainie-Taylor Biography Prize
2005 Finalist

The Molly Fire, Michael Mitchell

Foreword Magazine “Book of the Year”
2007 Gold Medal 

Four More Wars!, Mike Luckovich — Humour

Governor General’s Literary Award
2008 Winner — Poetry

More To Keep Us Warm, Jacob Scheier
2005 Finalist — Non-Fiction

The Molly Fire, Michael Mitchell

Globe & Mail “100 Best Books of the Year”
2005 The Molly Fire, Michael Mitchell

Globe & Mail Bestseller List
2010 Final Appeal, Colin Thatcher
2009 Tug of War, Mr. Justice Harvey Brownstone
2008 Fruit, Brian Francis

Heritage Toronto Awards
2008 Nominee – Book 

Rifke, Rosalie Wise Sharp
2006 Heritage Toronto Award of Merit

Glenn Cochrane’s Toronto: Tales of the City,
Glenn Cochrane

2006 Nominee – Book 
Joe’s Toronto: Portraiture, Mendelson Joe

Independent Publisher Book Awards
2008 Gold Medal – Popular Fiction

Shelf Monkey, Corey Redekop
2008 Silver Medal – Biography

Steve Goodman, Clay Eals
2006 Finalist – Biography

Randy Newman’s American Dreams, 
Kevin Courrier

2006 Finalist – Science
Let Them Eat Flax!: 70 All-New Commentaries 
on the Science of Everyday Food & Life,
Dr. Joe Schwarcz

MAX Award (Motorcycle Award of Excellence)
2009 Winner

To Dakar and Back, Lawrence Hacking

Paragraphe Hugh MacLennan Prize for Fiction
2009 Finalist

Stripmalling, Jon Paul Fiorentino

Quill & Quire “Canadian Books of the Year”
2008 Everybody Knows This is Nowhere, John

McFetridge

ReLit Awards
2005 Winner — Short Fiction

The Long Slide, James Grainger

Trillium Book Award for Poetry
2008 Nominee

Songs for the Dancing Chicken, Emily Schultz

Writers Notes Book Awards
2006 Winner — Commercial Fiction

All Shook Up, Mike Harrison
Finalist — General Fiction
To Be Continued . . . Volume One,
Gordon j.h. Leenders

2005 First Runner Up — Commercial Fiction
Raw Deal, Rick Gadziola

Young Adult Library Services Association
Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers

2010 Nominee 
Jonas Brothers Forever, Susan Janic
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2120 Queen Street East, Suite 200
Toronto, Ontario M4E 1E2
PHONE (416) 694-3348
FAX (416) 698-9906
EMAIL info@ecwpress.com
WEB www.ecwpress.com
Publicists Simon Ware, Sarah Dunn 
EMAIL publicity@ecwpress.com

Canadian Manda Group Head Office
165 Dufferin Street
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Welcome
to ECW Press

We hope you’ll join us online to stay in touch as you enjoy our new titles this Spring season.

For all the latest ECW news, including bonus content from our authors, event announcements,
and media updates, check out our newly redesigned website (ecwpress.com), visit our
Facebook page (facebook.com/ecwpress), or follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/ecwpress) and
win fabulous books.

We also invite you to become a Shelf Monkey. By signing up for our reader review program on
our website (ecwpress.com), you’ll receive free books to review on your blog, our website, and
your favourite review sites.

This season, we’re pleased to introduce the ECW Crew! Dedicated to our pop culture books for
young readers — including titles on High School Musical, Hannah Montana, The Jonas Brothers,
Demi Lovato & Selena Gomez, and coming this season, Miranda Cosgrove, Taylor Swift, and the
saga of Twilight — the ECW Crew brings you all the latest news, and contests, on our blog and
on Twitter. Find the Crew at twitter.com/theECWcrew and ecwcrew.wordpress.com.

We wish you a Happy Spring!
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